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Scriptural Roots of Monasticism

Matthew 4:18-20 - As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And he said to them,
"Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men." Immediately they left their nets and followed him.

Acts 4:32-5 - Now the company of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that
any of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great
power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was
upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were possessors of lands or
houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet; and
distribution was made to each as any had need.

Matthew 5:46-8 - For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? And if you salute only your brethren, what more are you doing than others? Do
not even the Gentiles do the same? You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 19:16-24 - And behold, one came up to him, saying, "Teacher, what good deed must | do, to
have eternal life?" And he said to him, "Why do you ask me about what is good? One there is who is
good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.”" He said to him, "Which?" And Jesus said, "You
shall not kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor
your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself." The young man said to him, "All
these | have observed; what do | still lack?" Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell what
you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." When
the young man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions. And Jesus said to his
disciples, "Truly, | say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again | tell
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of God."



